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Helping babies talk,
one word at a time
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

African-American leadership Master of social work student Trina Williams (left) listens to
Lester Spence, instructor in political science in Arts & Sciences, at the Black Graduate Council's
First Annual Leadership Symposium - "Collective Initiative: Black Leadership in the New Millennium" - Feb. 15 in the Women's Building Formal Lounge. The symposium aimed to raise dialogue
and produce insights on African-American leadership both on campus and within the general
community. The free event featured discussion on leadership networks, collective vision and the
nature of African-American leadership and politics.

Urban housing focus of lecture series
BY LIAM OTTEN

Beginning Monday, the
University's School of
Architecture will host a series of
lectures exploring the future of
urban housing and its impact on
the St. Louis region.
The series will feature presentations by six nationally recognized architectural firms, all of
which are short-listed for a major
new housing development in the
Grand Center arts and entertainment district. The visits are cosponsored by Grand Center Inc.
and the School of Architecture as
part of the school's Monday Night
Lecture Series.
Each lecture starts at 7 p.m. in
the Steinberg Hall Auditorium
and is free and open to the public.
A reception for the architect and
attendees will be held at 6:30 p.m.
next door in Givens Hall.
"It's a fascinating question —

How do you create architecture
that is forward-looking and that
respects the history of a city as old
as St. Louis?" said Cynthia Weese,
FAIA, dean of the School of
Architecture. "These lectures will
provide a rare and exciting
opportunity for the community
to become directly involved in the
architect selection process."
"In recent years, St. Louis has
made some terrific gains in
redeveloping the historic downtown core," said Jim Holtzman,
director of real estate development for Grand Center. "However,
if we are to continue that
momentum, it is important that
the city also develop new marketrate housing projects that are
both urban in style and architecturally significant."
Weese and Eric Sandweiss,
assistant affiliate professor of
architecture and director of
Research for the Missouri

"These lectures will
provide a rare and
exciting opportunity for
the community to
become directly involved
in the architect selection
process."
CYNTHIA WEESE

Historical Society, both served on
the architect selection committee
for the Grand Center project.
Other jurors include Emily Rauh
Pulitzer, art collector and board
member of Grand Center; David
Lee, FAIA, of the Boston-based
architecture firm Stull and Lee
Inc; St. Louis developer Steve
Trampe; and Kara McCarty,
See Lectures, Page 6

Brevity,as the Bard said,may
well be the soul of wit. But,
according to research by a
University computer scientist,
brevity is also the nature of
speech to infants, and this may
help them learn their first words.
Michael Brent, Ph.D., associate
professor of computer science,
has found that before the age of
15 months the words infants learn
are mainly those that their
mothers utter in isolation.
Hearing "kitty," "red" or "come" in
isolation may make learning those
words much easier for young
infants than hearing them buried
in a longer sentence.
Brent's findings challenge
recent language acquisition
theory, which suggests that infants
rely heavily on segmenting longer
utterances into their individual
words. The segmentation-based
perspective emerged in recent
years as a number of studies in
other laboratories began to show
that infants can segment longer
sentences.
But in the analysis of eight
mothers' conversations with their
infant children, Brent and his
collaborator, Jeffrey Siskind,
Ph.D., of NEC Institute in
Princeton, N.J., found that 9
percent of all utterances the
mothers spoke to their children
were isolated words. The words
were not only nouns and verbs,
but some adjectives and adverbs,
too. This confirmed that infants
have ample opportunity to learn
from isolated words, despite
suggestions in the scientific
literature that they might not.
Moreover, the researchers
found that the frequency with
which a mother says a word in
isolation is a predictor of whether
the child will know that word
later. In contrast, the overall
frequency with which a mother
says a word is not a predictor of
whether the child will know that
word later.
Brent presented his results
Monday at the annual meeting of

Infants learn words one-by-one.

the American Association for
the Advancement of Science in
San Francisco.
Brent and his colleagues
recorded the speech of mothers to
their infant children in 14 visits to
the home of each family during
the time when the child was
between 9 months old and 15
months old. The spontaneous
utterances of the mothers and
children were recorded for one to
two hours in each instance, in the
absence of a researcher, yielding
more than 200 hours of recorded
speech.
The researchers then took the
tapes back, transferred them onto
a computer, transcribed them and
analyzed them using computer
software they developed for the
purpose. The times at which each
utterance began and ended were
measured to within one-twentieth
of a second, allowing researchers
to define isolated words precisely
in terms of their separation from
the nearest speech.
"We have this huge database
See Speech, Page 6

Harris Community Award to benefit Black Rep
BY BARBARA REA

Whitney and the late Jane
Harris, a husband and wife
who have given generously to the
St. Louis community over the
years, devised a way to give an
enduring gift to the community.
Their approach to philanthropy
was the establishment in 1999 of
the Jane and Whitney Harris Saint
Louis Community Service Award.
This year marks the second
annual presentation of the award,
whereby a husband-wife couple
are chosen to receive the prize
based on their dedication to
improving the St. Louis region.
The cash award is then designated
to the organization of the
winning couple's choice.
On Feb. 14, Chancellor Mark

S. Wrighton presented the Harris
Community Award to Alice and
Leigh Gerdine. The Gerdines, in
turn, donated the $25,000 prize to
one of their favorite organizations, the St. Louis Black Repertory Company.
"On behalf of the late Jane
Harris, and Whitney, I am pleased
to present this community service
award, which recognizes and pays
tribute to Alice and Leigh
Gerdine, two of St. Louis' most
generous and valuable citizens,"
Wrighton said.
The University is charged with
administering the annual
program, which is open to all
husband-wife couples in the
metropolitan area, in accordance
with Jane Harris' bequest.
Whitney, who is now remarried,

attended the award program
with his new wife, the former
Anna Galakatos.
"The Gerdines are outstanding
members of the philanthropic
community and have made
lasting contributions to the
educational and artistic vitality of
St. Louis," said William H.
Danforth, chancellor emeritus
and chairman of the committee
charged with administering the
award. "Although there were
many worthy nominations, the
Gerdines were most deserving of
this unique tribute."
Leigh Gerdine's career and
community associations are
linked to the advancement of
education and music. From 1950
to 1970 he served as Blewett
See Award, Page 2

Recipients of the Jane and Whitney Harris Saint Louis Community
Service Award are (from left): Leigh and Alice Gerdine, who received
the award for their dedication to the improvement of St. Louis; and
Ron Himes, founder and producing director of the St. Louis Black
Repertory Company. The Gerdines donated the cash prize to the
Black Rep. Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton (right) presented the award
at a ceremony Feb. 14.
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Astonishing 'You Walk?' presented at Edison
BY LIAM OTTEN

fr

uA

Classical movements Isaburoh Hanayagi, associate
professor at Tamagawa University in Tokyo, demonstrates the
fundamentals of Odori, or Japanese classical dance, in a
performance Feb. 14. Hanayagi and his wife, Kayoko Koyama, a
dancer and choreographer with the Matsuyama Ballet of Tokyo,
spent the week on campus as visiting artists for the Performing
Arts Department's Dance Program in Arts & Sciences, where
they met with students and led several master classes.

Award
Harris cash prize donated
for benefit of Black Rep
— from Page 1

Professor and chaired the
department of music at Washington University. For the next 20
years he served as president of
Webster University and now
holds the title of president
emeritus. Under his leadership,
Webster University built the
Loretto-Hilton Center and
helped establish the Opera
Theatre of St. Louis, which
performs there. Because of his
initiatives to support the arts at
Webster, the university's College
of Fine Arts was named in his
honor.
Other institutions Leigh has
helped are The Sheldon Arts
Foundation, where he spearheaded the revitalization of its
concert hall and ballroom; and
the Saint Louis Symphony, as a
former manager and as a force in
acquiring what is now Powell
Symphony Hall. In addition, he
has been active in many organizations, including the Arts and
Education Council, Rankin
Technical College and the St.
Louis Community Foundation.
Alice Gerdine shares her
husband's interest in music and
education. She served on the
board of directors of the Saint
Louis Symphony and chaired the
committee for the development
of its youth orchestra. For many
years, Alice presided over what is
now the symphony's Community
Music School. As a founding
member of the local Reading Is

FUNdamental (RIF) program,
she has helped a generation of
children in the inner city develop
a love of reading. Mentor St.
Louis also benefits from her
interest and involvement in
educational issues for the
underprivileged. Furthermore,
Alice keeps very active, serving
on the boards of the Saint Louis
Art Museum and the Daniel
Webster Society at Webster
University.
On hand to accept the cash
prize on behalf of the Black
Rep was Ron Himes, founder
and producing director. Himes
is also a lecturer in African and
Afro-American Studies at
Washington University. Also
present from the Black Rep was
Deborah Dunham, president of
its board of directors.
"Jane and Whitney Harris
were friends and supporters of
the Black Rep," Himes said. "We
appreciate that Leigh and Alice
Gerdine would extend such
support and generosity to the
Black Rep."
The St. Louis Black Repertory
Company is the largest AfricanAmerican performing arts
organization in Missouri and
one of the five largest AfricanAmerican companies in the
country. The Black Rep is
committed to providing
platforms for the theater, dance
and other creative expressions
from the African-American
perspective that heighten the
social and cultural awareness of
its audiences. The company is in
its 24th season. Through its
education and main-stage
productions, the Black Rep
reaches an audience exceeding
60,000 each year.

In "You Walk?" choreographer
Bill T. Jones takes his dancers
on a fantastic voyage where
cultures meet, clash and transform each other with astonishing
sensual beauty.
Dance St. Louis and the
Edison Theatre's "OVATIONS!"
Series will present "You Walk?"
with performances March 2-4 by
the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane
Dance Company.
Jones' latest evening-length
work, "You Walk?" was commissioned in 1998 by Teatro Arena del
Sole of Bolgna, Italy, for the
Bologna 2000 Festival, in celebration of "the radiance of LatinMediterranean culture throughout the world." The work's world
premiere was March 24 last year at
the University of Iowa.
Jones is known for his
passionate commitment to social
causes and calls this latest piece
"a poetic response to a social and
political topic" — the meeting of
disparate cultures — but also
stresses that "the work strives to
stay clear of polemics."
Reviewers of performances
last year agreed. The Village Voice
said, "The key word is radiance.... Jones shuns the arena of
politics and race to create a

panel discussion about body
image and eating disorders at 7
p.m. Wednesday in Friedman
Lounge; a mind/body seminar
focusing on balance at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday in Friedman Lounge;
and a "Day Without Dieting"
March 2, which will feature
confidential eating disorder
screenings throughout the day.
"I'm really looking forward to
the week," said Anna Fishbein,

some manner the only way we can
bear history."
Jones and his late partner
Arnie Zane founded their
multicultural dance company in
1982 after collaborating with each
other as dancers and choreographers for 11 years. The 10member troupe has since become
a major international force in
contemporary dance, and has
performed its ever-enlarging
repertoire — currently more than
50 works — in more than 100
cities in America and more than
30 countries.
Jones has been commissioned
by numerous modern and ballet
companies, including Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theatre, Boston
Ballet, Berlin Opera Ballet and
Diversions Dance Company.
His many honors include a
1994 MacArthur Fellowship; two
New York Dance and Performance
("Bessie") Awards; the 1993
Dance Magazine Award; and
honorary doctorates from the Art
Institute of Chicago, Bard College
and the Juilliard School.
Shows begin at 8 p.m. March
2-3 and at 2 p.m. March 4. Tickets
are $25 and are available through
the Edison Theatre Box Office
(935-6543), the Dance St. Louis
Box Office (534-6622), and all
MetroTix Outlets (534-1111).

International Festival held by social work school
BY ANN NICHOLSON

From traditional foods to
lively entertainment, more
than 75 international students
at the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work will offer
a taste of their homelands at the
seventh annual International
Festival 5:30-11 p.m. March 2
in Brown Hall.
"We invite everyone to join
us as we present and celebrate
our home countries," said
master of social work student
Tarek Zidan, a native of Egypt
who heads the event's organizing committee. "We will be
cooking native foods from more
than 20 countries, presenting
traditional entertainment and
fashions from about a dozen
countries, and showcasing

each country in a PowerPoint
presentation."
The event, which is free and
open to the public, will begin with
an international banquet from
5:30-7 p.m. in Brown Lounge. Sally
Bartholomew, assistant accountant
in the social work school's business
office and of Polish ancestry, will
perform a piece from Chopin on
the piano.
Available for sampling will be
dishes from Korea, Japan, China,
Taiwan, Nepal, India, Egypt, Hong
Kong, Yugoslavia, Romania,
Thailand, Ghana, Botswana,
Azerbaijan, Israel, Mongolia,
Kazakhstan, Singapore, Mexico
and Argentina, as well as traditional American Indian food.
The entertainment will begin at
7 p.m. in Brown Hall Room 100
with the PowerPoint presentations,

a video on building the Egyptian
pyramids and traditional singing,
dancing and fashion presentations.
Korea, Taiwan, Japan, Nepal, India,
Egypt, Latin America, Ghana,
Azerbaijan, Estonia, Mongolia,
China and the United States,
including a juggler and an American
Indian dancer, will all be represented. A professional dancer will
accompany the group from Ghana
and a professional belly dancer will
join the Egyptian group.
Guest speakers at the event will
be Shanti K. Khinduka, Ph.D.,
school of social work dean; David
L. Cronin, Ph.D., associate dean for
administration; and Richard J.
"Dick" Parvis, professor emeritus
and former coordinator of overseas
admissions.
For more information, call
Zidan at 721-1826.

Faculty Mentor Award nominations sought
Iominations for the Graduate
Nc
Student Senate's (GSS) second
annual Outstanding Faculty
Mentor Awards are due March 2.
The awards are designed for
students and alumni to honor
faculty members whose dedication and commitment to
excellence in graduate training
have made a significant contribution to the quality of life and
professional development of
graduate students in Arts 8c
Sciences at the University.
Graduate students' success and
satisfaction in professional and
personal development is often
critically linked with the
mentoring relationships developed during graduate training.
The awards were created to
gratefully acknowledge the
outstanding work of faculty
members mentoring graduate
students in Arts 8c Sciences.
All students and alumni of the

Eating Disorders Awareness Week on campus Feb. 26-March 2
The student group Reflections is
sponsoring Eating Disorders
Awareness Week, Feb. 26 to March 2.
"The week is really about
promoting healthy body image
among students, especially
women," said Melissa Ruwitch,
coordinator of health promotion
and wellness.
The week's events will include
a healthy-cooking seminar at 7
p.m. Tuesday in the Gargoyle; a

luminous chain of ritual games."
The Cleveland Plain Dealer called
"You Walk?" "a fabulous journey
through time and space."
The score features East African
and Amazon Indian traditional
music; medieval Spanish dance;
Central American Baroque opera;
Portuguese Fado; Texas prison
work songs; a Mozart string
quartet; bluegrass and blues; and
contemporary Brazilian choral
work in the style of Gregorian
chant — all this in addition to
spoken words by John Cage and
the dancers themselves.
The athletic choreography
weaves together movements from
modern dance, classical ballet,
gymnastics, yoga, mime, children's
games, liturgical ceremonies,
tango, disco, African folk dance
and everyday body language.
Digital projections, a constantly
evolving lighting design and an
ingenious set of gauze panels
create the illusion of indoor and
outdoor spaces.
"When cultures come in
contact with each other," Jones
noted in his artist's statement,
"inevitably something dies and
something is born. Transformation
is the only constant... And there is
solace if we dare believe it. The
creation of beauty or art out of
even the greatest of tragedies is in

student chair of Eating Disorders
Awareness Week. "I hope it raises
awareness and really helps people
to not be so weight conscious,
but to be health conscious."
Reflections works to educate
the campus community on the
emotional and societal aspects of
eating disorders, body image and
self-esteem.
For more information, contact
Ruwitch at 935-7139.

graduate school in Arts 8c Sciences
can nominate mentors for this
honor. The only requirement is
that the nominee must have
mentored the nominator at some
point in his or her graduate career.
A GSS committee will select
winners, which will be announced
in late March. All award recipients,
as well as graduate students,
alumni, faculty and staff members,
will be invited to the award
ceremony and reception at 4 p.m.
April 17 in Holmes Lounge.
The nomination form is on the
GSS Web page:
(http://artsci.wustl.edu/~gss/
mentor_awards.html). Submissions should include specific
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examples and anecdotes of how
the nominee positively affected
the nominator's graduate life. All
nominations will be kept
confidential.
Nominations can be submitted via the Web or via the
printable form, which can be
mailed to: Mentor Awards
Committee, c/o Graduate
Student Senate, Graduate School
of Arts 8c Sciences, Campus Box
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Attention: GSS Mentor Awards.
For more information, visit
the GSS Web site at: http://artsci.
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Microbes control intestinal genes, study finds
BY GILA RECKESS

A paper in the Feb. 2 issue of
Science reports the use of
new molecular technologies for
unraveling the age-old mystery of
the relationships between
ourselves and the microbes that
live in our body.
The study reveals that microorganisms in the gut influence the
expression of a number of genes
that are important to intestinal
development and function.
"We live in a world predominated by microbes," said Jeffrey I.
Gordon, M.D., who led the study.
"These organisms have coevolved with their mammalian
hosts over millions of years.
During this time, they have been
forced to become master physiologic chemists — they have had
to develop strategies for satisfying
their own nutritional needs and
various needs of their hosts. We
wanted to figure out some of the
lessons that they have learned
about us and how they contribute
to our health."
Gordon is the Alumni
Professor and head of the
Department of Molecular Biology
and Pharmacology at the School
of Medicine. The first author is
Lora V. Hooper, Ph.D., instructor
in molecular biology and
pharmacology and recipient of a
career development award from

the Burroughs Wellcome Fund.
The human intestine contains
the largest society of friendly
microbes in the body. The total
number of these microbes may be
equal to the total number of cells
in the human body. Given its large
microbial society, the intestine is
the best place to turn when trying
to understand
how friendly
bacteria affect
our genes.
These
bacteria don't
simply sit and
wait to be fed
by the
nutrients we
Gordon: Study's
consume
senior author
Instead, they
actively shape
our biology so that they can
establish and maintain homes for
themselves.
The researchers addressed the
general question of how microbes
and humans co-exist using mice as
a model system. After raising mice
in a germ-free environment, they
inoculated the animals with
Bacteroides thetaiotaomicron, a
bacterium normally found in
healthy human and mouse
intestines. Using two relatively new
technologies — DNA microarrays
and laser capture microdissection
— they examined the bacterium's
effect on intestinal functions.

DNA microarrays, or gene
chips, are a direct product of the
worldwide effort to identify all of
the genes in our DNA and in the
DNA of other species. These
microarrays allow scientists to
examine expression of many
genes at once.
The team found that B.
thetaiotaomicron affected genes
involved in a number of critical
gut functions. Entry of this
microbe into the germ-free
intestine activated several mouse
genes involved in absorption and
metabolism of sugars and fats.
It also activated genes that
control the integrity of the
cellular barrier that lines the
intestine and separates us from
dangerous organisms and
ingested substances. Other genes
affected by the bacterium regulate
how potentially toxic compounds
are metabolized, how blood
vessels are formed and how the
gut matures during the postnatal
period.
Gordon's group wanted to
understand which intestinal cells
were responsible for these results.
They used laser capture microdissection, originally developed to
help cancer researchers define the
molecular details of tumor
formation. This method allows
scientists to carve out a particular
cell from a tissue sample and to
measure gene expression.

"The combination of a
relatively old technique — the
use of germ-free mice — and
the two newer techniques
allowed us, for the first time, to
take a detailed look at how
particular cells in living animals
respond to the addition of a
microbe," Gordon said.
For example, the team
discovered that certain populations of intestinal lining cells in
the mice responded to B.
thetaiotaomicron by stepping up
their production of three
proteins — co-lipase, which
helps break down fats; small
proline-rich protein 2a (sprr2a),
which may help fortify the
intestinal barrier; and
angiogenin-3, which stimulates
blood vessel formation.
Some of these responses (such
as the increased expression of
sprr2a) were elicited when germfree mice were colonized with B.
thetaiotaomicron but not with
some of the other normal
resident bacteria of the intestine.

This suggests that the composition of our gut's microbial
society may help define the
nature of our physiology.
"One of our findings is that
microbes are able to regulate
intestinal genes involved in
breaking down foods into
simpler units that can be
absorbed," Gordon said. "This
raises the question of whether
there are variations in the types
of intestinal microbes between
individual humans and how such
differences affect our nutritional
status, our health and our
predisposition to certain
diseases."
Answering this question,
Gordon said, might shed light
on human diseases such as
inflammatory bowel disease,
irritable bowel syndrome and
other disorders. Understanding
the regulation of intestinal
barrier functions might even
reveal how some microbes affect
our susceptibilities to food and
other allergies.

Infertile women could benefit from new treatment
BY GILA RECKESS

There may be new hope for
women who are infertile due
to polycystic ovary syndrome
(PCOS).
A study published in the
February issue of the journal
Fertility and Sterility reveals that
the drug metformin, when
combined with the commonly
used fertility drug clomiphene
citrate, increases ovulation and
the likelihood of pregnancy in
patients who are unresponsive to
clomiphene alone. The study was
a joint effort among researchers
from four medical centers,
including the School of Medicine.
Four to 6 percent of reproductive-age women suffer from
PCOS, a condition that prevents
regular ovulation. Many of these
women ovulate so infrequently
that conception is extremely
challenging.
Clomiphene citrate is a pill
that has been used with relative
success — about two-thirds of
women who take the pill ovulate,
and roughly one-third become
pregnant. For those who do not
respond, the only viable alternatives today are surgery and
injectable fertility drugs, both of
which have potentially dangerous
side effects.

"We don't want to cause
dangerous situations in women
who are otherwise very healthy,"
said Valerie S. Ratts, M.D.,
assistant professor of obstetrics
and gynecology at the medical
school. "It would be nice to have
an alternative way to treat these
women safely and effectively."
Research suggests that many of
these women also have a type of
insulin resistance similar to that
seen in type 2 diabetes. The body
produces excess insulin to ensure
that all cells are sufficiently fueled.
Researchers believe that increased
levels of insulin may interrupt
normal communication between
the pituitary gland and the ovary.
Ratts and her colleagues tested
the potential of metformin, a drug
widely used to treat patients with
type 2 diabetes. Women with
infertility due to PCOS who were
resistant to clomiphene citrate
were randomly assigned to either
an experimental group or a
control group.
Each patient in the experimental group received 500 milligrams
of metformin three times a day for
seven weeks. She then continued
to take metformin and also was
given 50 milligrams of clomiphene citrate a day. If she did not
ovulate, the dose of clomiphene
citrate was increased by 50

milligrams for the next cycle, up
to 150 milligrams. Patients
continued this pattern for six
months or until they became
pregnant.
Women in the control group
received an inert substance
instead of metformin but
followed the same dosage and
procedure for clomiphene
citrate.
Of the 11 participants who
received metformin, eight
ovulated and six became
pregnant. Of the 14 participants
who received the inert substance,
only three ovulated and one
conceived. Therefore, both
ovulation and conception were
significantly more likely in the
experimental group than in the
control group.
"By using metformin in
PCOS patients, we decreased
insulin levels so the ovaries
could function more normally
and therefore could respond to
clomiphene citrate," Ratts said.
"It's exciting because metformin
is much cheaper than injectable
fertility drugs and doesn't
present the risk of side effects.
And it seems to work."
The research team now hopes
to identify factors that predict
which patients will respond to
the new therapy.

Exploring health Careers At the Feb. 13 Health Professions
Fair, Lisa Cracchioio, clinical instructor of respiratory care at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital, uses a simulator to show Duy Bui, a
student at Soldan International Studies High School, how to
open the airway of an unconscious person. The annual Health
Professions Fair for high school students is sponsored by the
School of Medicine's Office of Diversity Programs and the
Community Based Resource Office of the St. Louis Public
Schools.

Robyn Roth receives third annual Dean's Distinguished Service Award
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

■Jobyn Roth, senior electron
flmicroscop)' technician in the
laboratory of
■ ' John fc.
It Heuser,
M.D.,
equates
coming to
work with
visiting an art
museum.
"The
images are
Roth: Dean
humbling,"
award winner
Roth said.
"I'm always
struck by how intricate cells are."
Roth, winner of the third
annual Dean's Dis tinguished

Service Award, produces
electron micrographs of deepetched cells and molecules. "Our
goal is to become the 'eyes' of
the cell biology community,"
she said.
Deep-etch electron micrographs are used in many
modern cell and molecular
biology textbooks as well as in
presentations at scientific
meetings.
Roth was recognized with
the award for exceeding her job
responsibilities, enhancing the
reputation of the medical
school, creating a positive
working environment and
improving the community.
"Robyn is a most deserving
recipient of this award," said

Electron micrograph
William A. Peck, M.D., executive vice chancellor for medical
affairs and dean of the medical
school. "In addition to her
technical expertise, she has an
enormous capacity for hard
work. She also has a strong

commitment to the excellence
of our school."
Roth has worked in Heuser's
laboratory for 21 years. After
learning the deep-etch electron
microscopy technique that he
pioneered, she has become the
lab's sole producer of electron
micrographs.
Roth helps scientists
throughout the world plan their
experiments and then prepares
their samples for this form of
electron microscopy. Using
highly sophisticated machines,
she manipulates the quickfrozen samples by remote
control, carefully cutting into
their delicate frozen surfaces
and then gently freeze-drying or
deep-etching them and coating

them with ultra-pure platinum.
"Robyn is well known
throughout the cell biology
community, and she is
considered by many outstanding scientists to be a national
resource," said Heuser, adding
that she also trains technicians
in other laboratories on this
technique.
She is involved in many
volunteer activities at St.
Gerard Majella Catholic
Church in Kirkwood. Roth, her
husband and four children and
another family also recently
raised $20,000 in door-to-door
penny drives to help establish a
temporary emergency fostercare facility called GEM House.
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University Events
Eric Bogosian presents 'Wake Up and Smell the Coffee'
BY LIAM OTTEN

Acclaimed actor and writer Eric
Bogosian will make his first
appearance in St. Louis tonight
and Saturday when he brings
"Wake Up and Smell the Coffee,"
his latest solo work, to Edison
Theatre.
Bogosian describes the
performance as "a stream-ofconsciousness meditation on
making it to the top of the ladder,
on falling off the ladder and on
the exhilarating thrill of the
ultimate crash and burn." He
debuted "Wake Up and Smell the
Coffee" last spring at the Jane
Street Theatre in New York.
Bogosian is perhaps bestknown for starring as the
misanthropic "shock-jock" Barry
Champlain in the Oliver Stonedirected film version of his play
"Talk Radio." His other theatrical
works include the plays "Griller"
and "subUrbia," the latter of
which he also adapted for the

'Wake Up and Smell
the Coffee"
WHO: Eric Bogosian
WHAT: "Wake Up and Smell the
Coffee"
WHERE: Edison Theatre
WHEN: 8 p.m. Feb. 23-24
TICKETS: $25, available at Edison
Theatre Box Office, 935-6543, or
MetroTix, 534-1111.

screen; and three Obie Awardwinning solos: "Drinking In
America," "Sex, Drugs, Rock &
Roll" and "Pounding Nails in the
Floor with My Forehead."
As an actor, Bogosian has
appeared in over a dozen feature
films and numerous television
programs, including Woody
Allen's "Deconstructing Harry,"
Steven Segal's "Under Siege 2,"

Robert Altaian's "Caine Mutiny
Court Martial" and the HBO
movie "A Bright Shining Lie." He
also appears in the upcoming CBS
film "Blonde," based on the novel
by Joyce Carol Oates.
Bogosian's work has been
staged around the United States
and the world. His solos and plays,
as well as a novella "Notes from
Underground," are published by
Theatre Communications Group,
and a live recording of "Pounding
Nails in the Floor with My
Forehead" is available on CD from
the Blackbird Recording Company.
His first novel, "Mall," was recently
published by Simon & Schuster.
Tickets for both 8 p.m. shows
are $25 and are available at the
Edison Theatre Box Office, 9356543, or through MetroTix,
534-1111.
The performance is made
possible with support from the
Missouri Arts Council, a state
agency; and the Regional Arts
Commission, St. Louis.

Perhaps best-known for his role in the Oliver Stone-directed film
"Talk Radio," acclaimed actor Eric Bogosian comes to Edison today.

"Rocking Horse" • "Islam and Democracy" • An Afternoon of Chamber Music
Washington University Feb. 23-March 7.
Visit the Web for expanded calendars for
the School of Medicine
(medschool.wustl.edu/events/) and the
Hilltop Campus (cf6000.wustl.edu/
calendar/events/).

Exhibitions
"Caught By Politics: Art of the 1930s and
1940s." The Gallery of Art. Through
March 18. Steinberg Hall Aud.
935-4523.
"Farewell to Bosnia." Gilles Peress,
photographer. The Gallery of Art and the
St. Louis Chapter of the United Nations
Assoc. Through March 18. Steinberg
Hall Aud. 935-4523.

Film
Tuesday, Feb. 27
6 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Fires on
the Plain." Room 219 Ridgley Hall.
935-5156.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
6 p.m. Near Eastern Film Series.
"Rocking Horse." Room 219 Ridgley
Hall. 935-5156.
7 p.m. Gallery of Art Film Series.
"Double Indemnity." Billy Wilder, dir.
(1944). Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-4523.

Tuesday, March 6

Sunday, Feb. 25

6 p.m. Chinese Film Series. "Yellow Earth.'
Room 219 Ridgley Hall. 935-5156.

5 p.m. Art History and Archaeology Lecture
Series. "The West Pediment of the
Parthenon." Olga Palagia, U. of Athens,
Greece, and Kress Lecturer of the
Archaeological Inst. of America. Cosponsored by Archaeological Inst. of
America and classics dept. Room 200
Steinberg Hall. 935-5270.

Lectures
Friday, Feb. 23
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Implications of Perinatal Perturbations in
Glucose Homeostasis." Sherin K. Devaskas,
prof, of pediatrics, vice chair, research in
pediatrics, dir., neonatology and
developmental biology, Mattell Children's
Hosp., Univ. of Calif., Los Angeles. Clopton
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 454-6006.
11 a.m. Analysis Seminar. Christina
Draghici, mathematics dept. Room 199
Cupples I Hall. 935-6760.
Noon. Cell biology and physiology seminar.
"Molecular Mechanisms of Synaptic Vesicle
Trafficking." George Augustine, the G.B.
Geller Prof, of Neurobiology, Duke U.
Medical Center. Room 426 McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg. 362-2300.
3 p.m. Solvmanifold Seminar. "Quarterpinched Negatively Curved Homogeneous
Spaces." Room 199 Cupples I Hall.
935-6760.

Saturday, Feb. 24
11 a.m. Democracy and Democratization
Seminar Series. "Islam and Democracy."
Ahmet Karamustafa, assoc. prof, of history
and religious studies and dir., religious
studies program. Sponsored by Master of
Liberal Arts program, U. College. Goldfarb
Aud., McDonnell Hall. 935-6759.

Monday, Feb. 26
Noon. Lung Biology conference. "Profiles of
the Lung Transcriptome (and Other Things
on the Side)." Thomas J. Mariani, research
instr. in pediatrics. Room 801 Clinical
Sciences Research Bldg. 362-8983.
Noon. Neurology and neurological surgery
research seminar. "Neural Stem Cells,
Apoptosis, and Brain Tumorigenesis." Kevin
A. Roth, assoc. prof, of molecular biology
and pharmacology, of pathology and of
immunology. Schwarz Aud., first floor,
Maternity Bldg. 362-7379.
Noon-1 p.m. Work, Families and Public
Policy Brown Bag Seminar Series.
"Welfare Reform and Child Well-being."
Greg Duncan, Northwestern U. Room 300
Eliot Hall. 935-4918.
4 p.m. European studies program and
political science dept. lecture. "The Reshaping of Europe: National Transformations, Evolving Institutions, and the
Challenges of Enlargement." Alberta
Sbragia, dir., Center for West European
Studies, U. of Pittsburgh, Pa. Room 203
Eads Hall. 935-4360.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "The Role(s) of the Major Surface
Glycoconjugate LPG in Circumventing Host
Defenses by Leishmania." Stephen M.
Beverly, the Marvin A. Brennecke Prof, of
Molecular Microbiology and Head of Dept.

Religious scholar Marty to deliver Spirituality Week keynote address
Religious scholar Martin Marty
will deliver the keynote
address for Spirituality Week at 11
a.m. Wednesday in Graham
Chapel, as part of the Assembly
Series.
In addition, Marty will deliver
the homily for the ecumenical
Ash Wednesday service, also in
Graham Chapel, that will follow
immediately after the lecture. The
service is an annual event offered
for the University and, like the
lecture, is free and open to the
public. Sponsoring organizations
include Catholic Student Center,
Lutheran Campus Ministry,
Episcopal Campus Ministry,
Wesley Fellowship and Baptist
Student Union.
Marty was ordained into the
ministry in 1952 and served for a
decade as a Lutheran parish
pastor. In 1963, he joined the
faculty at University of Chicago,
where he is now the Fairfax M.
Cone Distinguished Service
Professor Emeritus. Also, the
Martin Marty Center has been
founded at the university to

Way." Marty is
also the
Assembly Series
contributing
editor and
I Who: Religious scholar Martin Marty
former senior
1
j •"*•"•■) jjET
|eft
m ( )
editor of the
1 Where: Graham Chapel
journal Christian Century
1 When: 11 a.m. Wednesday
and is the editor
1 Admission: Free and open to the public of the newsletter
Context.
promote "public religion"
Marty's honors include the
endeavors.
National Humanities Medal, the
National Book Award, the Medal
He is the George B. Caldwell
Senior Scholar-in-Residence at the of the American Academy of Arts
Park Ridge Center for the Study of and Sciences, the University of
Health, Faith, and Ethics, where
Chicago Alumni Medal, and the
Distinguished Service Medal of
he also serves as editor of the
the Association of Theological
journal Second Opinion.
Schools. He is past president of
For four decades, Marty has
the American Academy of
contributed to religious teaching
Religion, the American Society of
and writing. He is the author of
Church History and the American
more than 50 books, including the
Catholic Historical Association.
three-volume "Modern American
Marty has received 64 honorary
Religion." Other recent publicadoctorates.
tions are "The One and the Many:
For more information, call
America's Search for the Common
935-5285 or visit the Assembly
Good"; a new edition of "A Cry of
Series Web page (http://
Absence"; and with photographer
wupa.wusd.edu/assembly).
Micah Marty, "Places Along the
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Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-2763.
4 p.m. Pain Center seminar. "The
Reorganization of the Somatosensory and
Motor Systems in Primates With
Therapeutic Amputations of a Limb or
High Cervical Spinal Cord Damage." Jon
H. Kass, Centennial Prof, of psychology,
Vanderbilt U. Room 5550 Clinical
Sciences Research Bldg. 362-8560.
7 p.m. Architecture Monday Night Lecture
Series. Grand Center Housing
Competition lecture. Richard Gluckman,
architect, Gluckman Mayner Architects,
New York. Steinberg Hall Aud. (reception
6:30 p.m., Givens Hall). 935-6293.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbiai Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Cytolethal Distending Toxin: A Bacterial
Product Which Disrupts the Eukaryotic
Cell Cycle." Lawrence Dreyfus, assoc.
prof, of biological sciences, U. of Mo„
Kansas City. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 747-1029.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Inaugural
Spirituality Week lecture. Martin Marty,
renowned theologian, ordained minister,
author and the Fairfax M. Cone
Distinguished Service Prof. Emeritus of
history of Christianity, U. of Chicago.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
3:45 p.m. Physics colloquium. "TeV
Gamma-ray Observations of BL Lac
Objects With the HEGRA Cherenkov
Telescope System." Henric
Krawczynski.Yale U. Room 204 Crow Hall
(coffee 3:30 p.m., Room 241 Compton
Hall). 935-6276.
8 p.m. The Paul Rava Memorial Lecture.
"The Actor's Art of the Mask: An Evening
With the Characters of the Commedia
dell'Arte." Mace Perlman. May Aud.,
Simon Hall (reception to follow).
935-5175.

Thursday, March 1
Noon-1 p.m. Genetics seminar.
"Retrotransposons Shape the Mammalian
Genome." Haig H. Kazazian Jr., genetics
dept., U. of Pa. School of Medicine,
Philadelphia. Room 823 McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg. 362-7072.
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. "Energy
Migration Dynamics in a Light-harvesting
Polymer." John Papanikolas, chemistry
dept., U. of N.C., Chapel Hill. Room 311
McMillen Lab. 935-6530.
4:15 p.m. Earth and planetary sciences
colloquium. "Dynamics of the TongaKermadec Subduction Zone: Integrating
Observational Constraints and Numerical
Models." Magali Billen, Seismological
Lab., Calif. Inst. of Technology, Pasadena.
Room 361 McDonnell Hall. 935-5610.
7 p.m. Gallery of Art Lecture Series.
"Hollywood and the Holocaust: The Case
of Ernst Lubitsch." Gerd Gemunden,
assoc. prof, of German and comparative
literature, Dartmouth College. Steinberg
Hall Aud. 935-4523.
4:30 p.m. Loeb Colloquium. Craig Huneke,
prof, of mathematics, U. of Kan.,
Lawrence. Room 199 Cupples I Hall (tea
4 p.m., Room 200). 935-6760.

Friday, March 2
Noon. Cell biology and physiology
seminar. "The Human Malaria Parasite
Plasmodiium falciparunr. Strategies for

Survival in its Host." Daniel E. Goldberg,
prof, of medicine and molecular
microbiology. Room 426 McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg. 747-4360.
4 p.m. Anatomy and neurobiology
seminar. "Dynamic Remodeling of
Developing Dendrites: Regulation by
Activity." Rachel 01. Wong, asst. prof, of
anatomy and neurobiology. Room 928
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
362-7043.
6 and 8:30 p.m. Travel Lecture Series.
"Britain's Offshore Islands." Rick
Rosefield. Cost: $5. Graham Chapel.
935-5212.

Monday, March 5
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Delineating the Genetic Basis for
Susceptibility to Systemic Autoimmunity."
Edward Wakeland, Center for Immunology,
U. of Texas Southwestern Medical Center,
Dallas. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-2763.
4 p.m. School of Law's Inst. for Global
Legal Studies lecture. "All That Makes
Life Worth Living." Anthony Lewis, N.Y.
Times syndicated columnist. Bryan Cave
Moot Courtroom, Anheuser-Busch Hall.
935-7988.
5 p.m. Art History and Archaeology Lecture
Series. "Imperial Manliness and the
Problem of Paternity in Roman Art."
Natalie Kampen, the Ann Whitney Olin
Prof, of Women's Studies/Art History,
Columbia U. Room 200 Steinberg Hall.
935-5270.
7 p.m. Architecture Monday Night Lecture
Series. Grand Center Housing Competition
lecture. Julie Eizenberg, architect, KonigEizenberg Architects, Santa Monica, Calif.
Steinberg Hall Aud. (reception 6:30 p.m.,
Givens Hall). 935-6293.

Tuesday, March 6
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbiai Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"The Structural Biology of Pore-formation
by a Cholesterol-dependent Cytolysin: How
a 54 kDa Protein Forms a 25 Nanometer
Membrane Channel." Rodney K. Tweten,
Okla. U. Presidential Prof., U. of Okla.
Health Sciences Center, Oklahoma City.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-1485.
12:05-12:55 p.m. Program in Physical
Therapy seminar. "Strength, Spacticity
and Motor Function in Cerebral Palsy."
Diane Damiano, assoc. prof, of
neurological surgery. Classroom B114,
4444 Forest Park Blvd. 286-1404.
4 p.m. Bioorganic Chemistry Seminar
Series. "Designing Molecules That Affect
Biomembrane Dynamics: Fusion and Flipflop." Bradley D. Smith, prof, of chemistry
and biochemistry, U. of Notre Dame.
Room 3907 South Bldg. 362-3363.
4:15 p.m. Earth and planetary sciences
colloquium. "The Origin of the Iceland
'Hotspot'." Jun Korenaga, earth,
atmospheric and planetary science dept.,
MIT. Room 162 McDonnell Hall. 935-5610.

Wednesday, March 7
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Woman's Club
lecture. "An Unquiet Mind: Personal and
Professional Reflections on Mental
Illness." Kay Redfield Jamison, author and
prof, of psychiatry, Johns Hopkins U.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Infectious diseases
div. research seminar. The 2001 Carl G.
Harford Visiting Professor seminar.
"Immune Evasion by Kaposi's Sarcoma Associated Herpesvirus." Donald Ganem,

record.wustl.edu
prof, of microbiology and medicine, U. of
Calif., San Francisco. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinley Ave. 454-8214.
Noon. Orthopaedic research seminar.
"Articular Cartilage Injury From Blunt
Impact." Joseph Borrelli Jr., asst. prof, of
orthoepaedic surgery. Room 11300 West
Pavilion, Barnes-Jewish Hosp. Bldg.
454-7800.
4 p.m. Biochemistry and molecular
biophysics seminar. "Following DNA
Replication One Molecule at a Time." Carlos
Bustamante, prof, of physics, U. of Calif.,
Berkeley. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-0261.

Music
Friday, Feb. 23
8 p.m. Music Dept. Voice Recital. Songs of
Hugo Wolf, Charles Ives, Albert Roussel and
Hector Fiocco. Christine Johnson, soprano;
Henry Palkes, pianist; Amy Appel, flutist;
Christina van Scholkwyk, cellist. Graham
Chapel. 935-5581.

Sunday, Feb. 25
3 p.m. Intercollegiate Concert Band. Music
of Norman Dello Joio and Gordon Jacob.
Dan Presgrave, dir. Graham Chapel.
935-5581.
7:30 p.m. WU Symphony Orchestra.
Rossini's "Overture to La gazza ladra;"
"Violin Concerto in E Minor" of
Mendelssohn, Joseph Chen, soloist;
Stravinsky's "Firebird Suite." Dan Presgrave,
dir. Graham Chapel. 935-5581.

Saturday, March 3
8 p.m. Senior honors recital. Music of A.
Scarlatti, Schumann, Brahms, Wolf,
Poulenc, Faure and Ireland. Klaus Georg,
tenor; Henry Palkes, pianist. Graham Chapel.
935-5581.

Sunday, March 4
3 p.m. Music dept. faculty recital. "An
Afternoon of Chamber Music." Ron Vince,
violinist; Elizabeth Macdonald, cellist; Hugh
Macdonald, pianist. Steinberg Hall Aud.
935-5581.

On stage
Friday, Feb. 23
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "Wake Up and
Smell the Coffee." Eric Bogosian, actor and
writer. (Also Feb. 24, same time.) Cost: $25.
Edison Theatre. 935-6543.
8 p.m. Performing Arts dept. play. "Marie
and Bruce." Wallace Shawn, writer. William
Whitaker, dir. (Also Feb. 24 and March 1-3,
same time; and Feb. 25, 2 p.m.) Cost: $12;
$8 senior citizens and WU faculty, staff and
students. A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre,
Mallinckrodt Center. 935-6543.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
12:30 p.m. Men's baseball vs. Webster U.
Kelly Field. 935-5220.

Friday, March 2
11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. (Followed by
meatless soup lunch.) Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.
1:10 p.m. Muslim Friday prayers. Includes
sermon and prayer service. Lambert
Lounge, Mallinckrodt Student Center.
935-3543.

And more...
Saturday, Feb. 24
7:30 a.m. Continuing Medical Education
conference. "Third Annual Update in the
Management of Hypertension." Cost: $55
(includes breakfast). Eric P. Newman
Education Center. To register, call
362-6891.
8:30 a.m. Family support for persons living
with mental health problems workshop.
Cost: $15, family members; $35, mental
health care providers (includes lunch). Cosponsored by WU School of Medicine,
George Warren Brown School of Social
Work, National Alliance for the Mentally III
(St. Louis branch) and the Mo. Inst. of
Mental Health, U. of Mo., Columbia School
of Medicine. Holiday Inn Select, St. Peters.
To register, call 966-4670.

Sunday, Feb. 25
5 p.m. Woman's Club University Night.
"Supper With Stravinsky." Russian theme
appetizer and dessert buffet in home of
faculty member (7:30 p.m., attend WU
Symphony Orchestra's concert in Graham
Chapel). Cost: $17. Reservations, call
863-0523.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
2 p.m. The Teaching Center workshops.
"Using Netscape Messenger with Artsci Email." Bob Chapman, asst. dir. of academic
services, Arts & Sciences Computing
Center. Room 14 Eads Hall. To register, call
935-4252.

Thursday, March 1
8 p.m. Writing Program Reading Series.
Percival Everett, the Fannie Hurst Prof, of
Creative Literature and novelist, will read
from his work. Hurst Lounge, Room 201
Duncker Hall. 935-7130.

Friday, March 2
4 p.m. Olin School ol Business informational seminar. "Techportal@olin." Cosponsored by Price Waterhouse Coopers
and Vertecon. May Aud., Simon Hall.
935-5942.
5:30 p.m. George Warren Brown
International Annual Festival. Free and
open to the public. International dinner,
5:30-6:30 p.m. Brown Hall Lounge.
Entertainment, 6:30-11 p.m. Room 100
Brown Hall. 721-1826.

7 a.m. Continuing Medical Education
course. "Comprehensive Review of
Internal Medicine and Recertification
Course" (Continues through March 11.)
Cost: $825 physicians; $525 residents/
fellows, allied health professionals
(includes breakfasts and luncheons). Eric
P. Newman Education Center. To register,
call 362-6891.

Thursday, March 1
12:30 p.m. Men's baseball vs. Principia
College, Elsah, III. Kelly Field. 935-5220.

2:30 p.m. Men's baseball vs. Aurora U.,
Aurora, III. Kelly Field. 935-5220.

Sunday, March 4
Noon. Men's baseball vs. Cornell College, Mt.
Vernon, Iowa. Kelly Field. 935-5220.
2:30 p.m. Men's baseball vs. Carthage
College, Kenosha, Wis. Kelly Field.
935-5220.

Friday, Feb. 23
11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.
1:10 p.m. Muslim Friday prayers. Includes
sermon and prayer service. Lambert
Lounge, Mallinckrodt Student Center.
935-3543.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
Noon. Catholic Mass. Olin Dorm, medical
campus. 935-9191.
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday. Interfaith
Service of Ashes. (Following Assembly
Series Spirituality Week lecture.) Graham
Chapel. 935-9191.

SatUf-day and night fever Juniors Neil Wade (left) and Ingrid Diaz show off their moves at the
Dance Marathon on Saturday. Held from noon to midnight in the Recreational Gym of the Athletic
Complex, the event was a huge success. More than 600 dancers participated and helped raise more
than $50,000 for the Children's Miracle Network.

Knickknack master exhibits at Des Lee Gallery
N:

I ew York-based installation
artist Franco Mondini-Ruiz, a
former San Antonio corporate
lawyer, is known for creating
small, ephemeral sculptures that
juxtapose elements of Mexican
and pre-Columbian art with
assorted knickknacks. Herbs,
powders, candles, religious
statuary, good-luck charms and
just plain kitschy junk are
arranged and re-arranged into a
social and cultural commentary
touching on issues of history,
racism and cultural confusion.
For the past week, MondiniRuiz has been in St. Louis working
with faculty and students from
Island Press, the School of Art's
contract print shop, to create the
press's first three-dimensional
edition. The artist unveils these
latest creations today in an
exhibition at the School of Art's
Des Lee Gallery, located in the
University Lofts building, 1627
Washington Ave. The show —
which runs through March 11 —
opens with a reception from 5:309 p.m. featuring Mondini-Ruiz's
trademark "interventions," during
which he will offer a number of
small-scale works at "very
affordable prices."
Both the exhibition and the
opening reception are free and
open to the public. Gallery hours
are 4-7 p.m. Fridays, 11 a.m.-6

p.m. Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. Sundays,
and by appointment. For more
information, call 621-3703.
"When I do a site-specific
piece, I try to gather information
and opinions about the place
before I arrive," Mondini-Ruiz
said. In researching St. Louis, the
artist encountered the inevitable
cliches — "Meet Me in St. Louis,"
"Gateway to the West" — but was
particularly impressed by the
environmental work of Peter
Raven, director of the Missouri
Botanical Garden and Engelmann
Professor of Botany in Arts &
Sciences.
Perhaps in homage, MondiniRuiz has created with Island Press
a series of miniature cityscapes
that recall 18th century vignettes,
complete with plastic trees,
topiaries and parks. The pieces
also make pointed reference to
St. Louis' role in the somewhat
less picaresque history of Western
expansionism.
"It's a folly— an 18th century
romanticized folly," Mondini-Ruiz
said. "I see St. Louis as representing middle-American culture, and
I wanted to portray the positives
of that as well as the costs it has
had on our ecosystem and the
world."
Born in San Antonio in 1961,
Mondini-Ruiz earned degrees in
English and law from St. Mary's

University and was quickly
recruited by a prestigious San
Antonio law firm. However, the
self-trained artist began to display
his work during elaborate,
carnival-like parties held at his
home. In 1989, a curator who had
attended one of these parties
included Mondini-Ruiz's work in
the San Antonio Sculpture
Symposium, thus introducing the
artist to the local art circuit.
In 1995, Mondini-Ruiz
reprised the atmosphere of those
gatherings by taking over a soonto-be-abandoned, 60-year-old San
Antonio botanica, which the artist
describes as "a Mexican-oriented
type of store that sells candles,
medicinal herbs, religious and
mystical products." Using the
store's existing inventory,
Mondini-Ruiz created "Infinito
Botanica," an ongoing installation
that offered traditional botanica
fare alongside his own artwork
and that of other local artists.
In recent years, Mondini-Ruiz
has been included in exhibitions
at the Whitney Museum of Art,
New York; The Museum of
Contemporary Art, San Diego;
The San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art; the Miami Museum
of Art; and many others. A major
solo exhibition of his work was
held last year at New York's El
Museo del Barrio.

Sports

Saturday, March 3
Noon. Men's baseball vs. Coe College, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa. Kelly Field. 935-5220.

5

5:15 p.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.

Wednesday, March 7
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Rodgers leads Bears
to pair of home wins
The Bears began the two-game
home weekend Feb. 16 by
breezing by Carnegie Mellon
University, 78-30. WU had the
game in hand by halftime, as
they allowed the Tartans just 15
first-half points on 24 percent
shooting.
Tasha Rodgers' four steals
gave her 91 on the season,
breaking the single-season
school record of 89 set by
Michelle Lewis in 1991-92 and
giving Rodgers 263 career steals,
tops on the all-time school
chart. She also led all scorers
with 17 points and added 10
rebounds. Lindsey Merrill had
12 points.
Emory University gave the
Bears a bit more of a scare on
Sunday, but a 12-4 WU run in
the first five minutes of the
second half provided a 10-point
lead and ended Emory's upset
hopes.
Rodgers notched 25 points in
the 88-63 win. With her 14th

point, Rodgers passed Amy
Schweizer for second place alltime on the University scoring
list. She now has 1,506 career
points and joins three-time
national player of the year Alia
Fischer (1,974) as the only
players to surpass 1,500 points.

scored 15; Joel Parrott had 11.
Sophomore Dustin Tylka led
the Bears against Emory with 23
points and added a career-high
15 rebounds and four steals.
Rook posted his fourth-straight
double-double with 15 points
and a career-high 15 rebounds.

Men's basketball nabs
two more victories

Bears run well at USA
Track & Field Open

The Bears stretched their
winning streak to seven games by
wrapping up the home portion
of the regular season with wins
over Carnegie Mellon, 83-61, on
Feb. 16, and Emory, 82-74, on
Sunday.
Against Carnegie Mellon,
senior Ryan Patton's moved past
Brent Dalrymple into the top
spot all-time at the University
with 151 career steals. WU closed
the first half with a 25-2 run and
then opened the second stanza
with an 18-2 stretch to go up 6135 and put the game out of
reach. Jarriot Rook scored a
team-high 22 points and added
10 rebounds; Chris Alexander

The Bears participated in the
USA Track 8c Field Open on
Saturday, hosted by Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale.
There was no team scoring, but
several individuals had strong
showings.
In the women's mile, Mindy
Kuhl captured second place for
the Bears in a time of 5:15.87,
while Susan Chou and Melanie
Mikecz finished in third and fifth
place, respectively.
In the men's 800, Marc O'Neal
finished fourth (1:57.33) and
Brian Tilton took fifth (1:57.98).
The men's distance medley relay
team captured first place with a
time of 10:15.70.

Women's tennis romps
at Principia College
The women's tennis team opened
up its 2001 spring season Feb. 1617 with an impressive showing at
the Principia College women's
tennis invitational. Out of six
singles positions, five Bears
grabbed first-place finishes and
one tallied a second-place finish.
In doubles, the three WU teams
finished first twice and second
once.
Newcomer Jenny Stein led the
way for the Bears, finishing 4-0
and taking first place at No. 1
singles. Stein was honored by the
University Athletic Association as
the Women's Tennis Player of the
Week for her dominating performance.
WU's Nandini Chaturvedula
(No. 2) and Shilpa Reddy (No. 3)
also went undefeated in four
matches. Kat Copiozo took second
place, dropping just one match,
and Jen Kivitz and Laura
Greenberg grabbed first-place
finishes.
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Speech
Hearing words in isolation
may make learning easier
— from Page 1

now of recordings and transcripts, and it's going to be
publicly available in a data
repository for other researchers
to use," Brent said.
To determine which words
infants learned, throughout the
course of the study, Brent
periodically surveyed the mothers
about which words their children
knew. Findings based on these
surveys were confirmed using the
words each child spoke during
the recording sessions.
"What is thought-provoking
about our findings is that it had
been shown in laboratory
situations that infants are able to
recognize words by segmenting
connected speech," Brent said.
"So, the assumption has been that
children rely on speech segmentation to build their vocabularies
from the very beginning. What
we've found is that, while infants
can segment speech, it seems to
be relatively rare for young
infants to learn words that are not

spoken in isolation. We're saying,
Wait a minute, they can segment,
but is this ability actually called
upon for early word learning?'
We think that speech segmentation is important later on, when
kids are learning words really fast,
but it may not be relied upon at
the beginning, when they're
learning slowly."
Brent's current study was
motivated by a computational
model of speech segmentation
that he developed in the late
1990s. The model predicts certain
patterns of segmentation.
For example, hearing "ball" in
isolation should make it easier to
segment "red" out of the phrase
"red ball." Brent and his collaborators tested the theory on adults,
and the findings supported the
model. But when they tested it on
1-year-old infants, they found
little evidence for the predicted
segmentation patterns. This
meant that 1-year-olds either
learned language through a
different segmentation process
than adults. Or, Brent wondered,
do they even use segmentation at
all?
"I realized then that we knew
infants could pull repeated words
out of fluent speech, and we
knew they could remember the

sounds of those words, but we
didn't know whether they
actually learned the meanings of
their first words that way," Brent
said.
The current study shows that
the first words children tend to
learn are words their mothers
speak in isolation, suggesting that
such isolated words may form a
foundation for early vocabulary
learning.
The notion that mothers'
isolated words help young infants
learn is part of Brent's larger
theory about how our instinctive
style of speech to children helps
them learn language.
"Short utterances lay bare the
structure of language," he said.
"For example, in a long sentence
like 'I know the famous scientist
you're discussing,' it may be
difficult for a child to figure out
what the phrase 'you're discussing' relates to. Does it modify
'scientist,' or is it what the
speaker knows? In a short
utterance like 'I know Elmo,' it's
obvious that 'Elmo' is the direct
object of'know.'"

Artificial 'linguist'
Brent has found that short
sentences are useful in computer
simulations on learning the

grammatical roles of words.
Brent's specialties are artificial
intelligence, natural language
processing and computational
biology. His work in language
acquisition is related to a special
interest in artificial intelligence
whereby a computer would
someday be able to infer the
grammatical structure of a
language from sample sentences
of that language.
For example, he is working on
how a computer might figure out
the word-formation rules for a
language - for example, the fact
that in English, "-ly" is a suffix
that goes on adjectives and turns
them into adverbs. In French, the
suffix "-ment" plays the same
role.
He uses Baysian models to
train a computer how to recognize patterns. Baysian models
allow the computer to combine
prior knowledge about the
commonalities of all languages such as the fact that suffixes are
very common across languages with evidence about a particular
language gleaned from example
sentences - such as the fact that
"-ly" is an English suffix. Both the
prior knowledge and the evidence
gleaned from experience are
represented as probabilities.

Ultimately, the goal is to
develop an artificial intelligence
'linguist' that could be presented a
text in an unknown language and
output a grammatical analysis of
that language. This could find a
number of applications, whether in
decoding a specialized language or
a lost one, such as the languages
found on ancient stone tablets.
Similarly, in computational
biology, Brent uses the same
methods in a quest to predict the
structure of genes and their
protein products. While "cat" and
"red" seem a long way from RNA
and DNA, Brent says there is a
strong connection between the
two areas.
"In both language acquisition
and DNA sequencing, we're taking
in large sequences of symbols,
whether DNA symbols or letters
representing the pronunciation of
words, and we're trying to learn
the structure underlying the
patterns in those symbols
automatically," Brent said.
Others apparently agree. At a
government-sponsored workshop
being held in Philadelphia at the
end of this month, Brent will join
top researchers in both computational linguistics and computational
biology to help cement the growing
ties between the two fields.

Lectures

Philip Durham, founding
partners of Rubio/Durham
Architects, based in Chicago and
St. Louis. The firm has worked
with numerous nonprofit and
community organizations to
develop both commercial and
residential projects.
• March 27 — Danelle
Guthrie and Tom Buresch, of
Guthrie/Buresch Architects. The
firm has worked on a wide
variety of residential and
commercial projects in the Los
Angeles area.
• April 9 — Craig Barton and
Maurice Cox, principals of
RBGC Architects. Both also serve
as associate professors of
architecture at the University of
Virginia, where Barton additionally directs the Urban Studies
Program.
• April 17 — Bradley Burke
of Studio E Architects, based in
San Diego. The firm has worked
with more than a dozen California and New Mexico nonprofit
organizations on a variety of
planning and design projects,
including numerous urban
housing and mixed-use developments.
For more information, call
935-6200.

St. Louis urban housing
examined in talks
— from Page 1

Empowering individuals Second-year law students leshia Haynes (left) and Nicholas Garcia
discuss issues with U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters (right), D-Calif., after her lecture Monday in which she
stressed the need for public-interest lawyers to help empower individuals and communities. The
School of Law and the Black Law Students Association sponsored the lecture in recognition of
Black History Month.

Campus Watch

Employment
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to https://hr.wustl.edu/ (Hilltop) or http://medlcine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical).

Hilltop
Campus

Associate Director of
Research
Communications

Information regarding
positions may be
obtained in the Office of
Human Resources,
Room 130, West
Campus. If you are not
a WU staff member, call
935-9836. Staff
members call 935-5906.

Senior Medical
Sciences Writer

Lab Technician III

000241

010107

010108
Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 010111-2
Receptionist/
Secretary 010121
Appointment
Coordinator 010128

Research Technician
000256

Research Assistant

Sr. Research
Assistant/Jr.
Research Associate

Coordinator,
Programming and All
Campus Events

000297

010146

010140

Research Assistant

Director 010149

000341

Editor, Publications

General Services
Assistant 000377

010153

Research Assistant
010023
Manager, Business
Development 010026
Administrative
Secretary 010032

Financial Aid
Coordinator 010155
Swing Shift Fireman

010161
Catalog Librarian
010166
Lan Engineer 010171

Instructional
Assistant Director of
Technology Specialist Career Services
010033
010176
Director of
Assistant Facility
Admissions and
Manager 010179
Marketing 010069
Technical Associate
MBA Records
Programmer 010181
Assistant 010076

Zone Manager

010182

Senior Prospect
Researcher 010213

Research Technician
(part time) 010237

Deputy Director

Application
Processor II010238

Director of MBA
Student Services
010184

010217

Research Assistant
(cog. science/cog.
neuroscience)

010218

010188

Customer Specialist/
Project Coordinator
Lab Technician

010220

Writer-Special
Development
Communications
Projects (part time)

010222

010189

010223

Planned Giving
Officer 010194

Secretary 010224

Administrative Aide

010197
Career Services
Information
Coordinator 010198
Communications
Technician 1010199
Director, Human
Resources and
Payroll 010201
Application
Processor II010202
Assistant Football
Coach 010203
Contract and Grant
Coordinator 010204
Administrative
Assistant 010209
Project Manager
010210

Network Engineer
Phone Operator

Administrative
Assistant 010225
Associate Director of
Foundation Relations
010227
Director of
Operations, Executive
Programs 010228
Senior Compliance
Auditor 010229-30
Associate Director,
Annual Giving
Programs 010231
Accounts Receivable
Service Representative 010233
Construction
Accounting Assistant
11010234
Accountant 010235
Senior Prospect
Researcher 010236

curator of decorative arts and
design at Saint Louis Art
Museum.
Speakers will be introduced by
Holtzman and Peter MacKeith,
assistant dean of the School of
Architecture. They are:
• Monday — Richard
Gluckman, principal of the New
York-based firm luckman Mayner
Architects. Recent projects
include The Austin Museum of
Art in Texas; the Mori Museum
of Art in Tokyo; the Andy Warhol
Museum, Pittsburgh; and the Dia
Center for the Arts, New York.
• March 5 — Julie Eizenberg
of Koning Eizenberg Architects,
based in Santa Monica, Calif. The
firm is known for investigating
the design potential of socially
responsible projects, from
affordable housing to community
and recreation centers, schools,
custom homes, hotels, stores and
workplaces.
• March 19 — Elva Rubio and

Reference/Subject
Librarian
(Psychology) 010241
Reference/Subject
Librarian (German)
010242
Weekend/Evening
Manager/Circulation
Assistant 010243
Billing Service
Representative
010244

of Medicine.
Employees: Contact
the medical school's
Office of Human
Resources at
362-7196. External
candidates: Submit
resume's to the Office
of Human Resources,
4480 Clayton Ave.,
Campus Box 8002,
St. Louis, MO 63110,
or call 362-7196.
Statistical Data
Analyst 010553
Coordinator:
Protocol 010769

Coordinator, Alumni
& Student Marketing
& Relations 010245

Secretary III 010773

Administrative
Secretary 010246

Payroll Assistant
010981

Administrative Aide

010247

Senior Protocol
Coordinator 010877

Assistant General
Counsel 010248

Secretary III (part
time) 011116

Residential College
Director 010251-53

Research Technician
I (part time) 011152

Administrative
Assistant 010254

Senior Departmental
Accounting Assistant
011192

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions at the School

Coordinator:
Education 010862

Manager, Third Party
Reimbursement

011194
Business Manager

011232

The following incidents were reported to University Police Feb. 14-20. Readers with
information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 935-5555. This
information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available on
the University Police Web site at rescomp.wustl.edu/-wupd.

Feb.16
2:40 a.m. — After University
Police responded to a radio
assignment for an injury from
a fight, a student was taken to
Barnes-Jewish Hospital for
facial and head injuries.
Another student was taken into
custody for third-degree
assault and released on his own
recognizance pending review
by the judicial administrator.
11:58 a.m. — A student
reported that an unknown
vehicle struck the driver's-side
mirror of his maroon Acura
Integra. The incident occurred
between 6 p.m. Feb. 13 and 9
p.m. Feb. 15. The vehicle was
parked on the lower level west
side of the Wohl garage. Total
loss is valued at $300.

Feb.17
11:05 a.m. — An employee
reported that between 6:4510:15 a.m., an unknown

person took a Mackie mixer, a
Technics compact disc player
and a Mackie microphone from
the Athletic Complex. A search
of the area for suspects or
witnesses was unsuccessful. An
investigation is continuing.
Total loss is valued at $700.

Note:
University Police reports an
upswing in various thefts from
automobiles in the University
City area, including campus
parking lots. The theft of
renewable tabs on license plates,
theft of the plates themselves,
and items stolen from vehicles,
including tools stolen from a
construction van on Lot 4, have
been recently reported.
University Police also responded to
six reports of theft, two reports of
automobile accidents and one
report each of destruction of
property, fire alarm, disturbing the
peace and harassing phone calls.
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Notables
Introducing new
faculty members
The following are among
the new faculty members
on the Hilltop Campus.
Others will be introduced
periodically in this space.
Robert Goldstein, Ph.D.,
joins the Olin School of
Business as assistant professor
of finance. He earned a
bachelor of science degree
and doctorate in physics from
the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign in 1985
and 1992, a master of science
degree from Simon Fraser
University in 1987, and a
doctorate in finance from the
University of California at
Berkeley in 1996. His research
focuses on term structure
modeling, general equilibrium, and capital structure
theory. Prior to joining the
Olin School, Goldstein taught
at Ohio State University for
four years.
Matthew Liao-Troth, Ph.D.,
joins the Olin School of
Business as visiting assistant
professor of organizational
behavior. He earned a
bachelor of arts degree from
the University of California,
Santa Cruz in 1989, a master
of business administration
degree from San Diego State
University in 1993, and a
master of science degree and
doctorate from the University of Arizona in 1995 and
1999. Liao-Troth specializes
in the study of psychological
contracts, change management, electronically mediated and virtual organizations, nonprofit organizations, and volunteer human
resource practices. He was an
assistant professor in the
public services graduate
program at DePaul University and also taught in the
business schools at San
Diego State University and
the University of Arizona.
Todd Milbourn, Ph.D., joins
the Olin School of Business
as assistant professor of
finance. He earned a
bachelor of arts degree from
Augustana College in 1991
and a doctorate from
Indiana University in 1995.
His research focuses on
managerial remuneration,
financial intermediation and
the economics of asymmetric information. He has
received a number of awards
for teaching, including the
MBA Teaching Excellence
Award from the Indiana
University School of
Business in 1995.
Tava Lennon Olsen, Ph.D.,
joins the Olin School of
Business as associate
professor of operations and
manufacturing management.
She earned a bachelor of
science degree with honors
from the University of
Auckland, New Zealand, in
1989, and a master of science
degree and doctorate from
Stanford University in 1992
and 1994. Olsen is interested
in supply chain management, e-commerce, manufacturing systems analysis
and control, control of
wireless communication
networks, and queueing
theory. Prior to joining Olin,
she was an assistant professor at the University of
Michigan. Olsen is associate
editor of the journal
Management Science.

Isserman nominations r
sought; due March 2
Nominations are being
sought for the Rabbi Ferdinand
M. Isserman Prize, which recognizes
a student at the University who has
made a significant contribution in
leadership and service to ecumenical
or interfaith activities on campus.
This award was established to
honor the life of the late Isserman,
the distinguished rabbi and author
who was actively involved in social
and interfaith issues locally,
nationally and internationally.
Nominees must be full-time
sophomore, junior, senior or
graduate students at the University.
Nominations for the award
must include the nominee's name
and year, a statement of qualifications for the award and name of
the person or organization
submitting the nomination. Any
individual or group associated
with the University may submit a
nomination.
A committee will review the
nominations and select a student
who will receive the $500 award
during a reception.
Nomination forms may be
obtained by contacting Steve
Ehrlich, Assistant Dean, University
College at 935-4320. Send nominations to Campus Box 1064, January
Hall Room 100 no later than
March 2.

Cultural Celebration Hamenaz Tofangdar (left), graduate student in Asian and Near Eastern
language, teaches a Persian dance to juniors Angela Corless and Kara Chan. The dance demonstration was part of Cultural Celebration Week, Feb. 11-17. The event was sponsored by Campus Y,
Student Union and YWCA of Metro St. Louis.

Obituaries
iam H. Masters, M.D.
William H. Masters, M.D.,
who with his research
collaborator and former wife
Virginia Johnson Masters
revolutionized sexual therapy
and research, died Feb. 16,2001,
at the Tucson Medical Center
Hospice in Tucson, Ariz., of
complications from Parkinson's
disease. He was 85.
He was professor emeritus of
clinical obstetrics and gynecology at the School of Medicine.
Masters received a medical
degree from the University of
Rochester School of Medicine in
New York, where he became
interested in studying human
sexuality. After Masters' mentor
alerted him that taking on the
subject of human sexuality
would be controversial, he spent
years accruing credentials in
obstetrics and gynecology at the
Washington University's School
of Medicine to pursue his goals
of making the field legitimate
science.
Masters did internships and
residencies at the School of
Medicine and what is now
Barnes-Jewish Hospital. He
joined the medical school

H. Autenrieth, 101
Herbert Autenrieth, former
gatekeeper at Tyson
Research Center, died Feb. 12,
2001. He was 101.
Autenrieth worked at the
center for 23 years, retiring at
the age of 91.
Among his survivors are
two daughters, Gloria Ruck of
Union, Mo., and Leitha
Macalady of Chesterfield; a
son, Lionel "Bud" Autenrieth
of Eldon, Mo.; 10 grandchildren; and 14 greatgrandchildren.
Contributions may be made
to St. John's U.C.C. Memorial
Fund, 15370 Olive Street Road,
Chesterfield, MO 63017.

faculty and in 1955 began
publishing his human
sexuality research. He later
became a professor of clinical
obstetrics and gynecology at
the School of Medicine. He
also served as director of the
medical school's Division of
Reproductive Biology.
Masters' self-funded
research revolutionized sexual
therapy with his book
"Human Sexual Inadequacy,"
published in 1970. The
Masters and Johnson Institute
he co-founded operated in St.
Louis until Masters retired in
1994. A separate organization,
the Masters and Johnson
Clinic, continues to serve
patients in St. Louis.
Masters is survived by his
wife, Geraldine B. Masters of
Tucson, Ariz.; a daughter,
Sarah Masters Paul of
Weston, Conn.; a son, Howie
Masters of New York City; a
brother, Francis Masters of
Kansas City, Mo.; and two
grandsons.
Memorial contributions
may be made to a charity of
the donor's choice.

.G. Bridwell, 46

M

Iala Gusman Bridwell,
wife of Keith H. Bridwell,
M.D., the Asa C. and Dorothy
W. Jones Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, died Jan. 25,
2001, of cancer. She was 46.
Mrs. Bridwell earned an
undergraduate degree from
Washington University and
was also valedictorian of the
School of Law's class of 1979.
She is survived by her
husband and a daughter,
Grace. Contributions may be
made to the Mala Bridwell
Memorial Fund at the
Community School, 900 N.
Lay Road, St. Louis, MO
63124.

Missouri Court of Appeals to hold
special session at School of Law
The Missouri Court of Appeals
for the Eastern District will
hold a special session in the
School of Law's Bryan Cave
Moot Courtroom from 9:1511:45 a.m. Monday.
The public is invited to hear
oral arguments in five cases
ranging from a convicted
murderer seeking a new trial to
a driver involved in a car accident
while attending to her choking
baby.
The court periodically holds
sessions in law schools as part of
an educational program.
To limit the amount of
disturbance to the proceedings,
visitors are asked to enter and
exit the courtroom only during
the breaks between each
attorney's oral argument. After
the oral arguments, the judges
will answer questions from the
audience regarding judicial
practice and procedure.
In addition to having two of
the law school's alumni on the
bench — the Honorable William
H. Crandall Jr. (J.D '63) and the
Honorable Richard B. Teitelman
(J.D. '73) — several alumni will
represent parties to the cases.

Arguing before the court will be
Priscilla Gunn (J.D. '81), Mark
Pasewark(J.D.'79),John
Munson Morris III (J.D. 76),
Philip Birkner Polster II (J.D.
'48), Robert C. Jones (J.D. '57)
and Robert Edward Jones
(J.D. '85).
The first case before the
court involves the appeal of a
jury verdict in favor of the
driver whose car lurched
forward striking another vehicle
while she was responding to the
emergency situation with her
child. The second case hinges
on whether the St. Louis City
Board of Police Commissioners
violated the Sunshine Act, or
open meetings law. The third
centers on a contract dispute
over the purchase of a $148,500
wrecker truck. The murder
conviction case revolves around
whether the defendant, whose
acts were captured on videotape, has the right to a new trial
due to a witness who committed perjury. The final case
involves a dispute over sign
ordinance violations at bus
shelters in Ballwin and Sunset
Hills.

Mood and health study seeks participants
The Department of Psychology in Arts 8c Sciences is
seeking volunteers to participate
in a study looking at the effects
of depression on the immune
system.
To qualify for the study,
volunteers should be currently
experiencing feelings of sadness
or depression, loss of interest in
enjoyable activities, and have
noticed changes in eating,
sleeping or concentration.
If eligible after a telephone
screening, volunteers will make
one or two visits to the laboratory, each lasting approximately
2 1/2 hours. Each volunteer will
undergo an interview about
mood and behavior, complete
questionnaires, routine blood
tests, and measurements for
blood pressure, height, weight,

waist and hips.
Anyone currently taking antidepressants is not eligible for
the study.
Compensation up to $150 is
possible for participation.
For more information, call
the Psychobiology of Health
Laboratory at 935-6738. All
inquiries are confidential.

Correction
Feb. 16 issue, Page 5: A headline
provided incorrect results of a
sports event. The University's
men's and women's swimming
and diving teams both finished
in fourth place at the University
Athletic Association
Championships.
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Washington People
When he was a kid,
George A. Paletta
Jr., M.D., dreamed
of being a professional athlete.
He wasn't dreaming about
hitting a home run in the World
Series or scoring a touchdown in
the Super Bowl as much as he
was fantasizing about taking the
checkered flag at Indianapolis. He
wanted to be a race car driver.
A number of current
professional athletes are happy
he didn't pursue that dream.
Instead, Paletta became the head
team physician for the St. Louis
Cardinals and a team physician
for the St. Louis Rams. He's also
an assistant professor and chief
of the sports medicine service in
the Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery at the School of
Medicine.
He once went to "race school"
and drove an Indy car, but most
of his driving now involves trips
between home, the hospital and
the stadium.

George Paletta Jr., M.D., assistant professor and chief of the sports medicine service in the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery at the School of Medicine, looks over magnetic resonance scans of an injured
knee with fourth-year resident William Prickett, M.D.

Born to (help others) run
Star athletes like
Mark McGwire and
Marshall Faulk have
benefited from the
expertise of George
Paletta Jr., M.D.

BY JIM DRYDEN

George A. Paletta Jr., M.D.
Born Aug. 30,1962, in White Plains,
N.Y.
University position Assistant
professor and chief of sports
medicine service, Department of
Orthopaedic Surgery
Education College of the Holy Cross,
B.A., Chemistry, 1984; Johns
Hopkins University School of
Medicine, M.D., 1988
Family Wife: Jackie Paletta. Children:
Sarah, 8; Savannah, 61/2; George 4;
Emma 2.

Growing up
Paletta is from Westchester
County, N.Y. His was a divided
family. Oh, his mom and dad both
lived there, but while George was
a fan of the Yankees and the
Giants, his younger brother
rooted for the Mets and the Jets.
Even though Paletta once spent
time as an associate team physician for the Mets, his heart was
with the Yankees during last fall's
subway series.
"That's the team I grew up
rooting for," Paletta explained.
"My grandfather used to take me
to games when I was 6 or 7 years
old. I figure if it can't be the
Cardinals, it might as well be
the Yankees."
Paletta is the oldest of four
children, and he can't remember a
time when he wasn't participating
in organized sports. Pop Warner
football in the fall, something else
in winter, baseball in the spring
and swimming during summer.
But the sport that changed his
life was skiing. As an eighth
grader, Paletta broke his leg on a
ski slope.
"I had always been interested
in becoming a physician, but as
with so many of us who become
doctors, it was personal experience that solidified things for me,"
he said. "When I broke my leg, I
had my first real experience with
physicians, other than going in for
routine check-ups as a kid. And
that really convinced me I wanted
to be a doctor."
Everyone else in his family was
involved in contracting, construction or engineering. But just as he
was passionate about sports, he

George Paletta Jr., M.D., and Cardinals trainer Barry Weinberg in the
weight room at the team's spring training complex at Roger Dean
Stadium in Jupiter, Fla.

always had been interested in
science and biology. The broken
leg took him the rest of the way,
and by the time Paletta attended
Fox Lane High School, he had a
pretty good idea about what he
wanted to do with his life.

The ties that bind
In 1984, Paletta earned a degree
in chemistry from College of the
Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.,
and in 1988 he finished a medical
degree from The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine.
From there, he did an internship
in general surgery at Northwestern
University Memorial Hospital in
Chicago. That's where he met his
future wife, Jackie.
"I was an intern, and she was a
nurse on the first floor I was
assigned to. I basically was smitten
with her from the get-go," Paletta
said. "It took a little while longer
for her to notice me." They
married in 1990 and have four
children.
But even through his studies,
training and courting, that old leg
injury wasn't finished influencing
his life. The orthopaedic surgeon
who had treated Paletta was
Russell Warren, M.D., a friend of a
friend of the family. Warren also
was the team physician for the
New York Giants and one of the
orthopaedic surgeons at Hospital
for Special Surgery (HSS) in New
York. When he became the
chairman of orthopaedic surgery
at HSS and the Weill Medical
College of Cornell University,
Warren also became a mentor
to Paletta.
"He was really instrumental in
my becoming a resident at
Hospital for Special Surgery, and
when he became chairman, he
helped me attain the fellowships
and other post-graduate training
that I pursued," Paletta said. "Plus,
he's the one who really sparked my
interest in team care."
Originally, he had wanted to be
a pediatrician. Surgery became
a new focus during one of his
rotations in medical school. Later,
he decided on orthopaedic
surgery, but he hoped to become
a pediatric orthopaedist. It was
only during residency with
Warren that Paletta decided on
sports medicine.
"He did a great job during his
residency and later when he
returned to Hospital for Special
Surgery as a young attending
physician," Warren said. "Dr.
Paletta was just getting started at

the time, but he was very much
a quality person who both
worked hard and had excellent
skills. I think we introduced him
to the field of team care, and I'm
not at all surprised that he has
gone on to be very successful in
the field of sports medicine."
During those years at HSS,
Paletta got his biggest medical
thrill, and it had nothing to do
with sports. "It didn't matter to
Dr. Warren who the patient was.
If you were on service as a
medical student, you helped
with the case," Paletta said.
So one night while jumping
around on stage, a then-32-yearold rock musician sprained his
ankle and later was seen by
then-medical student, George
Paletta. He ordered X-rays, told
Bruce Springsteen to rest, ice
and elevate the ankle. Then
Paletta turned "The Boss" over
to his boss.
"Because I function in the
world of professional athletes so
much, that's a normal environment for me," Paletta said. "I'm
used to Mark McGwire and
Marshall Faulk and guys like
that. But Bruce Springsteen! I
remember thinking, 'Wow! How
much better can this get?"'

Glory days
Another mentor helped
Paletta get started in Major
League Baseball. David Altchek,
M.D., a staff member at HSS, is
also team physician for the New
York Mets and the North
American medical director for
the Association of Tennis
Professionals. Altchek asked
Paletta to assist him with the
Mets, and that's what he was
doing when Washington
University and the St. Louis
Cardinals came calling.
Paletta arrived in St. Louis in
1998, the same summer
McGwire set the record for
home runs in a season. He also
got to meet Springsteen again
when the rock star came
through St. Louis to watch
McGwire, tour the Cardinals
clubhouse and throw out the
first pitch at Busch Stadium.
These days, Paletta doesn't
treat many rock stars, but he
spends plenty of time working
with professional athletes. In the
past few months, he has
operated on McGwire, Cardinal
pitcher Andy Benes and Rams
running back Marshall Faulk,
among others.
"The athletes trust him
because he is one of those gifted
physicians who not only has
excellent diagnostic and
technical skills but also has a

great bedside manner," said
Cardinals trainer Barry Weinberg.
"Like a musician who not only
sings and plays but writes great
songs, George is a very special
team doctor. I don't want to
sound too flowery, but he's so
good that it makes me want to
work harder to make him proud
of me. It's just an ideal situation
for us."
That's important when a big
part of the job is working with
injured professional athletes they all want to recover as soon as
possible. Chronic injuries can
strain relationships.
But even when an injury
involves a star like McGwire, there
is always humor. The future hallof-famer's patellar tendonitis was
big news last season. Thousands
of unsolicited calls, e-mails, cards
and letters advised Paletta and
Weinberg how to get him back
into the game. A woman who
raised horses went to the vet,
claiming that her horse — named
"Big Mac"— had tendonitis. The
vet prescribed a salve, and she
mailed it to the Cardinals. The
prescription label named the
patient as "Big Mac."
They also heard from a man in
North Carolina who had been
paging through a 1936 version of
the Merck Manual when he
decided that the problem was
McGwire's diet. "We had him on
speakerphone in the training
room," Paletta said. "Apparently
the manual mentioned a correlation between diet and tendon
problems. He was absolutely
convinced the injury was caused
by oatmeal."
Paletta and Weinberg have
collected some of the most
"helpful" suggestions and remedies,
and they may compile them into an
anecdotal report on suggested
treatments for patellar tendonitis.
In the meantime, they are migrating south for spring training, one of
the pleasant parts of working with a
big-league baseball team. But it's
not the best part.
"The advantage of being a
professional team physician is you
really have the opportunity to
practice sports medicine at the
highest level without any fiscal or
pragmatic constraints," Paletta
said. "The beauty of treating a guy
like Mark McGwire is that I can
do an operation, and he can
spend three or four hours a day
doing rehab work — with every
resource at his disposal to give
him the best shot at a full
recovery in the shortest possible
time frame. Unfortunately, it's
sometimes difficult to do all of
that in the regular practice
setting."

